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CHAPTER X.

The proportion of those of whom particulars are not given, is
always much larger than it ought to be.

859. As regards ages, the proportions of those convicted were as
follow :—

1886. 1887. 1888. 1889. 1890. 1891.

Per cent. Percent. Per cent. Percent. Per cent. Per cent.
Under 16 years........ 11-00 1284 1606 16-32 1510 1551
16 years and under 21.. 1664 16°78 18-55 1542 1353 1763
21 years and under 40.. 5066 4893 1622 48°19 4713 4763
40 years and over...... 17-92 18-26 1369 1183 1322 1375

860. The above figures would seem to indicate an increase in youth-
ful depravity which is not encouraging, more especially as the increase
is corroborated by the figures of 1884 and 1885, which were 10-13 per
cent and 10-24 per cent respectively. This increase is probably due
to the rapid growth of population in our larger cities, where force of
example and association have more powerful influence for evil than in
rural districts. Out of 615 young criminals under 16 years of age, 26
of whom were girls, convicted of indictable offences, 514, or 83 per
cent, were charged with larceny. Of the latter number 23 were girls.

861. The next table gives the religions of those convicted of indict-
able offences in 1891 :—

RELIGIONS OF PERSONS CONVICTED FOR INDICTABLE
OFFENCES, 1891.
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862. The following were the proportions of those convicted belong-
ing to the four leading religious denominations in 1387, 1888, 1889,
1890 and 1891 :—

1887. 1888. 1889. 1890, 1891.

Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent.
Roman Catholic .. 4700 458722 4400 48-20 4424
Church of England ... 16°05 1700 16° 63 16-22 1642
Methodist. ........ 12°20 10°08 10-31 1065 1052
Presbyterian ......... 713 76 G635 6 86 679



